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by driving out the Mughals from there. You have fulfilled
my desire. In return for this I have written to the Peshwa to
arrange the affairs of all the Sardars of Malwa according to
your wishes."1

The appointment of the Rajput princes to the Subedari of
Malwa and Gujerat at this critical juncture in Mughal history
proved to be extremely inadvisable. No effectual resistance
to the Marathas was forthcoming from them. A strong hand
was required to save the integrity of the Empire. Nizamu'l-
Mulk, Sarbuland Khan and Muhammad Khan Bangash
were the most capable leaders available in Mughal India
at that time. No less a person than the Emperor himself
was responsible for sowing discord between Nizamu'l-
Mulk and Sarbuland Khan, making their co-operation for a
common cause an impossibility. Muhammad Khan Bangash
was disheartened by the discouraging treatment meted out to
him by the Amiru'l-Umara and the Emperor. He intended
to co-operate with Nizamu'1-Mulk to check the inroads of the
Marathas into the Imperial territory, but, as he was recalled
from Malwa, he could not bring his scheme to fruition. Their
union and cordiality was misrepresented to the Emperor by the
Court clique. The Emperor, lacking judgment and will, was
easily made to believe that there was grave political danger to the
Empire from the union of two such powerful persons as
Nizamu'1-Mulk and Muhammad Khan Bangash. The Amirul-
Umara had become jealous of the success of Muhammad Khan
in Malwa whom he replaced by Raja Jai Singh when he was
busy reducing the Maratha strongholds and clearing the
province of their revenue-collectors. It is needless to repeat
here that Muhammad Khan Bangash, with his limited means
and resources, did much more to check the aggression of the
Marathas than did the combined forces of the Empire under
the leadership of the Wazir and the Amirul-Umara in sub-
sequent years.2

In 1732 Baji Rao led an army into Malwa and laid its
different districts under contribution. Every year he made
it a rule to set out in the month of October to collect tirbute
and return home in June before the beginning of the rainy

1 Peshwa, Dqftar, vol. I, p. 328, cited in Sinha's Rise of the Feshwds, p. 123.

2 Irvine, op. cit., vol. II, p. 255.